Molecular cloning and expression of an avian rab5 homolog.
A chicken rab5 cDNA was isolated that contains the complete open reading frame for a protein of 216 amino acids, which, by comparison with available rab5 sequences from other species, is most closely related to the rab5c isoform. Two rab5 transcripts of 1.3 and 1.8 kb were detectable in various chicken tissues; they are abundant in tissues with high endocytic activity, such as brain, ovary, and testis. Similarly, high levels of rab5 protein expression were found in endocytotically active tissues and were increased upon estrogen treatment of roosters.